
Year 3/4 cycle A Autumn Spring Summer 

 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Main subject and 
theme 

Rainforest Climate, Mayans 
Geography & History 

Egyptians 
History and Geography 

Volcanoes and 
earthquakes 
Geography  

 

Edward the 
Confessor  

History 

Suggested 
questions 

Why should we protect the rainforest? Why have Egyptians settled where they have? 
Who built the pyramids and what’s inside? 

Does the earth move? Why is Edward the 
Confessor a significant 

figure in history? 

Objectives 
covered 

GEOGRAPHY 
- Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe and North or South America  
- Describe and understand the physical geography – 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts 
(BRAZIL) 
- Describe and understand the human geography – 
energy, economic activity including trade links and food 
(BRAZIL) 
- Identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, equator, northern hemisphere, southern 
hemisphere, the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 
- Identify major countries and cities in North and South 
America 
- Geographical skills and fieldwork – rainfall comparison 
line graphs (compare Hereford to Manaus?) 
- Forge links with Brazil pen pals? 
 
HISTORY 
Mayans: 
A non-European society that provides contrast with 
British history (Mayan civilisation AD900) 

The achievements of the early civilisations 
Where and when the first civilisations appeared. 

 
 
Geography -describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers and mountains 
 
River Nile  
Ancient Egypt was located in North eastern Africa 
and had four clear geographic zones: the Delta, 
the Western Desert, the Eastern Desert, and the 
Nile Valley. Each of these zones had its own natural 
environment and its own role within the Egyptian 
State. 
 
There are 3473 named mountains in Egypt. The 
highest and the most prominent mountain is Mount 
Catherine. 

- describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography, including: key 
aspects of volcanoes and 
earthquakes 
Look at North America and 
Europe  
include Pompeii (Italy) 

-struggle for the Kingdom 
of England to the time of 
Edward the Confessor 
 
-Edward the Confessor and 
his death in 1066 
 
 

HISTORY See above  See above  See above 

GEOGRAPHY  See above  See above  

SCIENCE Sound 
- Identify how sounds are 
made, associating some of 
them with something vibrating  
- Recognise that vibrations 
from sounds travel through a 
medium to the ear  
- Find patterns between the 
pitch of a sound and features 
of the object that produced it - 
Find patterns between the 

Animals including 
Humans (Y4) 
- Describe the simple 
functions of the basic 
parts of the digestive 
system in humans  
- Identify the different 
types of teeth in 
humans and their 
simple functions  

States of matter 
- Compare and group materials together, according to 
whether they are solids, liquids or gases  
- Observe that some materials change state when they 
are heated or cooled, and measure or research the 
temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius (°C)  
- Identify the part played by evaporation and 
condensation in the water cycle and associate the rate of 
evaporation with temperature.  
 

Electricity  
- Identify common 
appliances that run on 
electricity  
- Construct a simple series 
electrical circuit, identifying 
and naming its basic parts, 
including cells, wires, bulbs, 
switches and buzzers  
- Identify whether or not a 
lamp will light in a simple 

Living Things and Their 
Habitats 
- Recognise that living 
things can be grouped in a 
variety of ways  
- Explore and use 
classification keys to help 
group, identify and name a 
variety of living things in 
their local and wider 
environment  



volume of a sound and the 
strength of the vibrations that 
produced it  
- Recognise that sounds get 
fainter as the distance from the 
sound source increases.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 

- Construct and 
interpret a variety of 
food chains, 
identifying producers, 
predators and prey.  
 
 
 

series circuit, based on 
whether or not the lamp is 
part of a complete loop with 
a battery  
- Recognise that a switch 
opens and closes a circuit 
and associate this with 
whether or not a lamp lights 
in a simple series circuit  
- Recognise some common 
conductors and insulators, 
and associate metals with 
being good conductors. 

- Recognise that 
environments can change 
and that this can 
sometimes pose dangers 
to living things. 
 

Links to English  Working Scientifically 
Reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions 
Pupils should read and spell scientific vocabulary correctly and with confidence, using their growing word reading and spelling knowledge. 

Links to Maths Working Scientifically 
Gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways 
Take accurate measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment 
Record findings using keys, bar charts, and tables 

ART AND DESIGN Topic Rainforests Henri 
Rosseau 
 
Development of materials and 
techniques: 
-Chalk pastels 
(shading, colour and  blending) 
-Coloured Pencils 
(shading, colour and blending) 
-Pencils (shade, space, tone 
and blending). 
 
Observations and ideas: 
Observe and recreate artwork 
of focus artist. 
Practise using mediums 
Design and create own work. 
 
Improving Mastery of 
mediums: 
Focus- drawing 
Range of Materials: 

Optional Topic- plants  
 
Artist Focus Georgia O’ 
Keefe 
Use of paint such as 
acrylic paint 
Recreate work in the 
style of O’Keefe 
 

Topic- Egyptians artist 
MC Escher 
 
Development of 
materials and 
techniques: 
-Pencil 
(tone and shading) 
-Charcoal (shading) 
-Chalk (light and tone) 
- Ink pens (detail and 
tone). 
-ICT programme  
 
Observations and ideas: 
Observe and recreate 
artwork of focus artist. 
Practise using mediums 
Design and create own 
work. 
 

Optional Topic- States of 
Matter   
 
Create own Batik or look 
closely and study techniques 
using wax crayon and water 
colour. 
Textile artist focus- Thetic 
Blacker 
Batik pieces 
 
One off lesson: 
SCULPTURE 
Scarab beetle necklaces/ 
amulets. 

Topic 
 
 
Development of materials 
and techniques: 
- pencils, pens, wire, 
photographs. 
 
Observations and ideas: 
-sculpt animals using wire 
-study work of artist 
-use photographs combined 
with pen to create pictures 
-use recycled materials such 
as crocodile clips etc. 
 
Improving Mastery of 
mediums: 
Build on prior knowledge of 
using recycled materials to 
sculpt. 

Optional Topic-  
 
Create wall paper for 
soundproof science 
activity/ use electrical 
shapes to create work. 
Print making using string 
and card with paint 
Artist focus- Jasper Johns, 
Piet Mondrian 



Chalk pastels 
Coloured pencils 
Pencils. 
Develop understanding and 
skills involved in using chalk 
pastels correctly. 
 
Artist Focus: 
Henry Rosseau (post-
impressionist painter focusing 
on Rainforests). 
 

Improving Mastery of 
mediums: 
Focus-  
Drawing 
Range of Materials: 
Chalk 
Charcoal 
Pencil 
Ink pens 
Develop understanding 
and skills involved in 
using shade and tone 
(chalk, charcoal and 
paint). 
 
Artist Focus: 
M.C. Escher (Graphic 
artist focusing on 
shade, tone and 
pattern). 
 

Combine photos with other 
materials. 
 
Artist Focus: 
Sayaka Ganz- sculptor 
 

D&T  Egyptian death masks/ 
Egyptian musical instruments 
 Design: 
Recognise their designs have to meet intended audience 
needs. Communicate ideas in different ways – 
discussion/labelled sketches/lists/ICT. 
Assemble and rearrange a range of materials and 
components to model ideas. 
Sketch/model alternative ideas. 
Plan a sequence of actions. 
Consider purpose, appearance and conservation of 
materials.  
Make:  
Select from and use a wider range of tools with greater 
accuracy and control.  
Use simple cutting, joining, shaping and finishing 
techniques. 
Select from and use a wider range of materials and 
components including construction and textiles according 
to their functional qualities. 
Mark out and accurately cut materials using standard 
measures. 
Use materials with awareness of conservation 
Evaluate: 
Evaluate, disassemble and analyse a range of existing 
products. 

 
 
Design: 
“ 
Make:  
“ 
Evaluate: 
“ 
Technical Knowledge: 
Investigate and use electrical circuits incorporating 
switches, bulbs and buzzers. 
Apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen 
and reinforce more complex structures. 
 

 



Evaluate their products against design criteria (purpose, 
appearance, conservation of materials). 
Consider the views of others to improve their work.  
Technical Language: Apply their understanding of how to 
strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex 
structures. 
 

PE (including 
Expressive Arts) 

Tag rugby 
 

Handball 
Dance unit 1 

 

Netball OAA 
Dance  

 
After learning about Egyptian 
civilization, introduce the idea 
of  
Egyptian slavery. Children will 
create ‘sad’ movements and 
balances to represent the 
pyramid workers/builders 
within a gymnastics/dance 
lesson. Children can practise 
these shapes and movements 
individually, then join as a 
group to create a routine of 
pyramid balances and 
Egyptian travelling 
movements. 

 
 

 Curriculum Objectives:  
Apply & develop a broad 
range of movement skills  

Learn how to use these in 
different ways  

Link them to make actions & 
sequences of movement  

Enjoy communicating and 
collaborating with each other  

Develop an understanding of 
how to improve  

Learn how to evaluate and 
recognise own success  
 
Learning Outcomes:  
Use a variety of movements in 
isolation and combination 

Cricket 
 

Athletics 



Develop flexibility, strength, 
technique, control and 
balance  

Perform dances using a range 
of movement patterns  

Compare and evaluate 
performances against 
previous ones  

Demonstrate improvement to 
achieve personal targets  

MFL Core Unit 1 
Core Unit 2 

Playtime 
My Home 

My Town 
Describing People 

MUSIC    

COMPUTING E-safety  
Cyber Café lessons – planning 
on common staff 
*use technology safely, 
respectfully and responsibly; 
recognise 
acceptable/unacceptable 
behaviour; identify a range of 
ways to report concerns about 
content and contact  
 

Children to use the 
internet to research 
and create a PPT on 
rainforest. Use 
animations, sound 
effect and hyperlinks. 
*Select, use and 
combine a variety of 
software (including 
internet services) on a 
range of digital devices 
to design and create a 
range of programs, 
systems and content 
that accomplish given 
goals, including 
collecting, analysing, 
evaluating and 
presenting data and 
information 
*Use search 
technologies 
effectively, appreciate 
how results are 
selected and ranked, 
and be discerning in 
evaluating digital 
content 
 

 
 

Computer Science  
Espresso coding 4A and 4B 
 *Design, write and debug programs that accomplish 
specific goals, including controlling or simulating physical 
systems; solve problems by decomposing them into smaller 
parts 
*Use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work 
with variables and various forms of input and output 
*Use logical reasoning to explain how some simple 
algorithms work and to detect and correct errors in 
algorithms and programs 
 

PHSE  
Year 3 unit 
 

Safety online Celebrating 
Achievements and 

Being Resilient 

Being part of a 
community 

Exercise Stereotypes What I like 



Links to English 
books 

The Lorax –Dr Seuss 
The Great Kaphok tree-Lynne 
Cherry 
Forever forest – Kristin Joy 
Pratt Serafini 
Promise –Science- plants and 
animals in their local 
environment 
The Mayan Civilization – 
Elizabeth School 
Mayan Civilization Moments in 
History – Shirely Jordon 
Fox by Margaret Wild and Ron 
Brooks 

Incredible book eating 
boy - Digestive system 
(Science) 
The Magic School Bus- 
Inside the Human 
Body by Joanna Cole 

The Time Traveling cat – Juila Jarman 
The Pharaohs of Ancient Egypt – Elizabeth Payne 
The Mystery of the Melting Snowman by Florence Parry 
Heide 

Electric Storm by Anna 
Capeci 
Magic School Bus- Electric 
Field Trip by Joanna Cole 

The Pied Piper of Hamelin 
by Michael Morpurgo 
The Magic Flute by Kyra 
Teis 

 


