
Year 5/6 cycle A Autumn Spring Summer 

 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Main subject and 
theme 

Importance of raw 
materials (water) 
Fieldwork (Elan 

Valley) 
Geography 

Trade 
 
Geography 

Greeks 
                                                                                                                                          
History 

Romans 
History 

Europe 
(Italy) 

Geography 

Suggested 
questions 

Will you ever see the 
water you drink 

again? 
 

Where does our 
traditional Christmas 

lunch come from? 

                                                                                                                    
What did the Greeks do for us? 

Why were the Romans so 
powerful and what did we 
learn from them? 

Which European football 
team would you want to 
play for? 

Objectives 
covered 

- Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present 
the human and 
physical features in 
the local area using a 
range of methods 
including; sketch 
maps, plans, graphs 
and digital 
technologies 
- (Elan Valley digital 
learning walk – take 
photos, link to OS 
maps; short 
descriptive writing; 
contours; compass 
work; comparing old 
and new Elan Valley 
maps – deforestation; 
sketches) 
- Describe and 
understand the water 
cycle 

- Describe and 
understand the 

distribution of natural 
resources including 

water 

- Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and describe 
features studied. 

- Use the eight points 
of a compass, four and 

six figure grid 
references, symbols 

and key (including the 
use of Ordnance Survey 

maps) 

A study of Greek life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world: 
Greek Gods/Goddesses 
Greek myths 
Greek cities 
Greek thinkers 
Greek Trade 
Greek voting system 
Greek armies 

- A study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 
- The legacy of the Roman 
culture (art, architecture, 
literature) and how it 
impacted the present day 
- Julius Caesar 
- Hadrian’s Wall 
-Boudicca 
- Romanisation of Britain 
- Britain’s settlement by 
Anglo-Saxons and Scots to 
include: 
Roman withdrawal from 
Britain in c. AD 410 and 
the fall of the western 
Roman Empire 

Use maps to focus on 
Europe (including the 
location of Russia) 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries 
and major cities 
- Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
(human and physical) 
between UK and European 
region 
- Identify the position of 
and significance of Artic 
and Antarctic Circle 
- Use the eight points of a 
compass to build their 
knowledge of the wider 
world (Europe) 

HISTORY  See above See above  

GEOGRAPHY See above   See above 

SCIENCE Properties and Changes of Materials 
 

Earth and Space Forces Living things and their 
habitats  

Animals including humans 
(link with SRE) 



- Describe the differences 
in the life cycles of a 
mammal, an amphibian, 
an insect and a bird  
- Describe the life process 
of reproduction in some 
plants and animals.  
 

- Describe the changes as 
humans develop to old age 

Links to English Working Scientifically 
Pupils should read, spell and pronounce scientific vocabulary correctly. 
Report and present findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships and explanations of and degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms 
such as displays and other presentations. 

Links to Maths Working Scientifically 
Take measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate. 
Record data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs. 

ART AND DESIGN Topic- Water  
 
To explore the work of 
Claude Monet. 
To explore the use of 
watercolours in 
impressionist 
paintings. 
To experiment with 
mixed media. 
To create an 
impressionist river 
painting. 
To evaluate water 
paintings in the style 
of Monet. 
 

Optional Topic- Water 
 
Could recreate work 
and create own prints 
based on rivers visited 
and studied. 
Artist Focus-  Katushi 
Hokisai 
Use of fabric and pens 
etc to recreate 
Batik techniques 
Print making 
 

Earth and Space- 
Christopher Wren 
architect and 
astronomer  
 
Development of 
materials and 
techniques: 
-Pencil, 
-chalk 
-Charcoal 
-Ink (pens or on end of 
paint brush). 
 
Observations and ideas: 
Observe and recreate 
artwork of focus artist. 
Practise using mediums 
Design and create own 
work. 
 
Improving Mastery of 
mediums: 
-Pencil, 
-chalk 
-Charcoal 
-Ink (pens or on end of 
paint brush). 
Develop understanding 
and skills involved in 
using pencils and ink. 
 

Optional Topic- The 
Greeks- Mosaics Gaudi. 
 
Pupils could study 
mosaics and then look 
at the work of Gaudi.  
They could collage and 
make own mosaics. 
Use of photographs 
combined with other 
materials 
 

Topic- Romans clay pots 
Picasso (sculpture). 
 
Artist Focus: 
Pablo Picasso (artist and 
sculptor) 
Gaudi (architect) 

Optional Topic- Italy 
Football  
Study the pop art 
movement 
Look closely at the work of 
Lichtenstein and Warhol. 
Use photographs and 
materials to create own 
based on Italy world cup. 
Use of an ICT programme 
Use of paint. 
 



Artist Focus: 
Christopher Wren 
(architect and 
astronomer). 

D&T  Design: 
Use and investigate mechanical (cams) systems in 
their own products.  
Investigate more complex structures and find ways 
to support reinforce and strengthen them. 
Investigate appropriate ways to join materials. 
Greek pulley system – How they built large 
buildings. 

Cooking and Nutrition: Learn about principles of a 
healthy and varied diet. 
Research products e.g. which are the healthiest?  
Prepare and cook a variety of foods, predominately 
savoury following a recipe  
Test, evaluate and modify the product where necessary. 
Learn about how food is grown and processed. 
Look at a footballer how do they keep healthy and fit? 
What would they eat? Can they cook a healthy meal for a 
footballer? Hereford united footballer in to discuss diet 
and healthy eating. 

PE  Netball Tag rugby Hockey Football Athletics Rounders 

Expressive Arts Roman invasion movements to create a sequence/dance 
of marching roman soldiers. 
 

MUSIC ACTIVE MUSIC Y5 Rhythm and pulse 
To play and perform using voices and 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
To improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes 
To listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds with increasing aural memory 
To use and understand staff and other musical 
notations 
 To appreciate and understand a range of high 
quality music 
To develop an understanding of the history of 
music 

Activ music scheme ‘pitch’. 
 
Look at the role of music in ancient Greek society. 

Activ music unit singing 
Look at the role of music in ancient roman society. 

COMPUTING E-Safety- 
*use technology safely, respectfully and 
responsibly; recognise acceptable/unacceptable 
behaviour; identify a range of ways to report 
concerns about content and contact 
Band runner on think u know 
Discuss social media, school website 
 

•Select, use and combine a variety of software 
(including internet services) on a range of digital 
devices to design and create a range of programs, 
systems and content that accomplish given goals, 
including collecting, analysing, evaluating and 
presenting data and information 
*understand computer networks, including the 
internet; how they can provide multiple services, 
such as the World Wide Web, and the opportunities 
they offer for communication and collaboration 
 *Use search technologies effectively, appreciate 
how results are selected and ranked, and be 
discerning in evaluating digital content 
Analyse simple websites for audience and purpose. 

Computer Science –  
•design, write and debug programs that accomplish 
specific goals, including controlling or simulating physical 
systems; solve problems by decomposing them into 
smaller parts 
•use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; 
work with variables and various forms of input and 
output 
•use logical reasoning to explain how some simple 
algorithms work and to detect and correct errors in 
algorithms and programs 
Espresso coding – unit 5a and 5b 



Design website on paper. 
Create webpage, using publisher, about Greeks. Use 
hyperlinks to websites and other pages on 
document. Present and evaluate. Could show 
parents at parental engagement. 

MFL On Holiday Eating Out Hobbies School Trips Seasons The Environment 

RE Why do some people 
think God exists? 

What would Jesus do? 
(Can we live by the 
values of Jesus in the 
21st century?) 

If God is everywhere, why go to a place of worship? What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today? 

PSHE Emotional 
Health/Body image  
 
 

Financial Awareness Laws and our society My Feelings Changes in Friendships Puberty and Changes 
(Children would separate 
for age appropriate 
sessions). 

 


