
Year 5/6 cycle B Autumn Spring Summer 

 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Main subject and 
theme 

WW2 
                                                                                                                           
History 

Ever changing landscapes 
                                                                                                                         
Geography 

                                                                                                                  
Vikings Vs Saxons 
                                                                                                                            
History 

Suggested 
questions 

What would it be like to walk in someone else’s 
shoes in WW2? 

  

                              What makes the Earth angry?? 
 
                                                                                       

Why are the Anglo Saxons smashing and the Vikings 
victorious? 
 

Objectives 
covered 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 
Significant turning point in British history – Battle 

of Britain 

Name and locate key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers) and 
understand how these aspects have changed over 
time 
- Land use patterns and how they have changed 
over time 
- Physical geography – rivers, mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes 

The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of 
England to the time of Edward the Confessor. This could 
include (non statutory): 

• Viking raids and invasion 

• resistance by Alfred the Great and Athelstan, 
first king of England 

• further Viking invasions and Danegeld 

• Anglo-Saxon laws and justice 

Edward the Confessor and his death in 1066 

HISTORY See above  See above 

GEOGRAPHY  See above  

SCIENCE Light  
- Recognise that light 
appears to travel in 
straight lines  
- Use the idea that 
light travels in straight 
lines to explain that 
objects are seen 
because they give out 
or reflect light into the 
eye  
-Explain that we see 
things because light 
travels from light 
sources to our eyes or 
from light sources to 
objects and then to 
our eyes  
- Use the idea that 
light travels in straight 
lines to explain why 
shadows have the 

Electricity  
- Associate the 
brightness of a lamp or 
the volume of a buzzer 
with the number and 
voltage of cells used in 
the circuit  
- Compare and give 
reasons for variations 
in how components 
function, including the 
brightness of bulbs, 
the loudness of 
buzzers and the on/off 
position of switches  
- Use recognised 
symbols when 
representing a simple 
circuit in a diagram. 

Animals including 
humans  
 
- Identify and name the 
main parts of the 
human circulatory 
system, and describe 
the functions of the 
heart, blood vessels and 
blood  
- Recognise the impact 
of diet, exercise, drugs 
and lifestyle on the way 
their bodies function  
- Describe the ways in 
which nutrients and 
water are transported 
within animals, 
including humans. 

 Evolution and inheritance 
- Recognise that living 
things have changed over 
time and that fossils 
provide information 
about living things that 
inhabited the Earth 
millions of years ago  
- Recognise that living 
things produce offspring 
of the same kind, but 
normally offspring vary 
and are not identical to 
their parents  
- Identify how animals 
and plants are adapted to 
suit their environment in 
different ways and that 
adaptation may lead to 
evolution.   

Living things and their 
habitats  
- Describe how living things 
are classified into broad 
groups according to 
common observable 
characteristics and based 
on similarities and 
differences, including 
micro-organisms, plants 
and animals  
- Give reasons for 
classifying plants and 
animals based on specific 
characteristics.  
 



same shape as the 
objects that cast them. 
 

Links to English Working Scientifically 
Pupils should read, spell and pronounce scientific vocabulary correctly. 
Report and present findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships and explanations of and degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms 
such as displays and other presentations. 

Links to Maths Working Scientifically 
Take measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate. 
Record data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs. 

ART AND DESIGN Topic- WW2 Henry 
Moore Sculptor 
 
Development of 
materials and 
techniques: 
- pencil,  
-clay/ plasticine,  
-chicken wire and 
Modroc, -charcoal and 
chalk. 
-possibly ink 
 
Observations and 
ideas: 
Observe and recreate 
artwork of focus artist. 
Practise using 
mediums 
Design and create own 
work. 
 
Improving Mastery of 
mediums: 
Focus- - pencil,  
-clay/ plasticine,  
-chicken wire and 
Modroc, -charcoal and 
chalk. 
-possibly ink 
Develop 
understanding and 
skills involved in using 
Modroc and 
observational 
drawings.  
 

Optional Topic- WW2 
LS Lowry 
 
Pupils could recreate 
work based on WW2 
and post WW. 
Use of chalk, charcoal 
and pencils. 
Use of photographs of 
WW2 buildings 
combined with paint 
and crayons. 

Topic- Earth Street Art 
Banksy 
 
Development of 
materials and 
techniques: 
Print making, 
- stencil making,  
-oil pastels, 
-acrylic paints,  
-pen, 
- pencil. 
 
Observations and ideas: 
Observe and recreate 
artwork of focus artist. 
Practise using mediums 
Design and create own 
work. 
 
Improving Mastery of 
mediums: 
Print making, 
- stencil making,  
-oil pastels, 
-acrylic paints,  
-pen, 
- pencil. 
Develop understanding 
and skills involved in 
using stencils. Print 
making and use of 
acrylic paint. 
 
Artist Focus: 
Banksy (Grafitti Street 
Artist). 

Optional Topic- Earth/ 
Animals  
 
Pupils could study The 
Eden Project and create 
their own designs for 
environmentally 
friendly constructions 
perhaps using shapes. 
Architect focus- 
Nicholas Grimmshaw 
(designer of the Eden 
Project). 
Use of ICT programme 
to design own model. 

Topic- Anglo Saxons- 
Gustav Klimt artist 
 
Development of materials 
and techniques: 
acrylic/ oil paint,  
-gold leaf,  
-water colour,  
-pencil. 
 
Observations and ideas: 
Observe and recreate 
artwork of focus artist. 
Practise using mediums 
Design and create own 
work. 
 
Improving Mastery of 
mediums: 
acrylic/ oil paint,  
-gold leaf,  
-water colour,  
-pencil. 
-Develop understanding 
of use of gouache or oil 
paint as well as mixed  
media. 
 
Artist Focus: 
Gustav Klimt (WW1 artist 
using gold leaf and 
pattern). 

Optional Topic- Living 
Things  
 
Textile artist focus- Lesley 
Richmond textile artist 
using nature as inspiration. 
Pupils could print fabric or 
use mixed media to 
recreate / make own. 
Combine with natural 
materials and  
photographs. 
Use of textile skills. 



Artist Focus: 
Henry Moore (WW2 
sculptor). 

D&T TECHNICAL LANGUAGE: 
Use and investigate electrical systems in their 
own products including programming  
Investigate and use electrical circuits, 
incorporating switches, bulbs, buzzers and 
motors Apply their understanding of ICT to 
program, monitor and control products 
(Links to Science – Electricity)  
Soft systems for Legislator – car park 
 

Cooking and Nutrition: 
Learn about principles of a healthy and varied diet. 
Research products e.g. which are the healthiest?  
Prepare and cook a variety of foods, predominately 
savoury following a recipe  
Test, evaluate and modify the product where 
necessary. 
Learn about seasonality of how it is grown, reared, 
caught and processed. 
Burgers, can you make a healthy burger? Will it 
taste the same? Beefy boys visit? Famers for cattle 
and beef?  
 

Design/Make and Evaluate: 
Design and build a Viking long boat.  
Design and make Saxon/Viking shields – who’s were the 
best? Why? 

PE  Hockey Tag Rugby Handball 
 
Dance: 
‘Dance Fest’ to work 
with children to create a 
collaborative dance 
based on Volcanos.  
 
Performance to take 
place at theatre. 
 

Netball 
 

Cricket/Rounders Athletics 

Expressive Arts 

MUSIC Activ music scheme ‘Rhythm and pulse’ unit. 
 
Look at approved German music and composers: 
 
The Nazis were dedicated to the concept that 
German Culture was the greatest in history, but, 
as with all parts of art, Hitler took an interest in 
suppressing the work of all those he considered 
"unfit" while promoting certain composers as 
proper Germans. Therefore, the Government 
officially acknowledged certain composers as 
true Germans, including: 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
Anton Bruckner 
Hans Hotter singer 
Herbert von Karajan conductor 
Richard Wagner 
 

Active music scheme ‘pitch’.  
 
play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 
- improvise and compose music for a 
range of purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 
- listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds with increasing aural memory 
- use and understand staff and other 
musical notations 
- appreciate and understand a wide range 
of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers and 
musicians 
- develop an understanding of the history 
of music. 
 

Activ music scheme ‘pitch’. 
 
-              play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
- improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 
- listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds with increasing aural memory 
- use and understand staff and other musical 
notations 
- appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers and 
musicians 
- develop an understanding of the history of 
music. 



Compose music to represent different natural 
features such as rivers, mountains volcanoes. 
Listen to sounds of rivers, mountains, wind and 
other weather systems. 

COMPUTING E-Safety- 
*use technology safely, respectfully and 
responsibly; recognise acceptable/unacceptable 
behaviour; identify a range of ways to report 
concerns about content and contact 
Discuss differences in communication between 
now and in WW2. Talk about efficiency and 
effectiveness. Could show children how quick 
information can be shared online and who can 
see it. 
‘Play like share’ videos about gaming, chatting 
and vlogging. Planning in common staff. 
http://www.digizen.org/digicentral/sn-
detective.aspx ‘social networking detective’ 
discuss good and bad points of given social 
network site. 

Computer Science – *Design, write and debug 
programs that accomplish specific goals, including 
controlling or simulating physical systems; solve 
problems by decomposing them into smaller parts 
*Use sequence, selection, and repetition in 
programs; work with variables and various forms of 
input and output 
*Use logical reasoning to explain how some simple 
algorithms work and to detect and correct errors in 
algorithms and programs 
Espresso Coding – Scratch year 6 PlanIt 
Espresso  

IT – 
*Select, use and combine a variety of software (including 
internet services) on a range of digital devices to design 
and create a range of programs, systems and content 
that accomplish given goals, including collecting, 
analysing, evaluating and presenting data and 
information 
Create class blog on Microsoft word, on their 
recommendations about trip to Cardiff e.g. hotel views 
and opinions. Could then put these on school 
website/class website. 
Could record sound clips to add to website using 
audacity. 

MFL Actions In France Family A Weekend with Friends The Future Jobs 

RE Is it better to express 
your beliefs in arts and 
architecture or in 
charity and 
generosity? 

What difference does 
it make to believe in 
ahimsa, grace and/or 
Ummah? 

What matters most to Christians and Humanists? What do religions say to us when life gets hard? 

PSHE Healthy Bodies Resilience Discrimination Anti-social behaviour SRE 
Children would need to be 
separated for age 
appropriate sessions 

E safety and social media 

 

http://www.digizen.org/digicentral/sn-detective.aspx
http://www.digizen.org/digicentral/sn-detective.aspx

